
Housing Brownfields: An Overview and 
Lessons Learned  
Dave Eberle, Bloom Sluggett, PC
Susan Wenzlick, Fishbeck 



g
Act 381 of 1996
• traditional brownfields (i.e., property that is contaminated, 

blighted, functionally obsolete, historic)
• 2023 amendment to address housing shortages statewide



Housing Brownfield: Main Topics
• Eligible Property
• Eligible Activities
• Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
• Brownfield Plan
• Development Agreements 
• Reporting Requirements 

Assumptions: You already have a Brownfield Authority 







Eligible Activities Cont. 
“Housing development activities" means 1 or more of the following:
i. Reimbursement provided to owners of rental housing units for qualified rehabilitation.
ii. Costs for infrastructure available for public use and safety improvements necessary for a 

housing project.
iii. Costs of demolition and renovation of existing buildings and site preparation, to the extent 

necessary to accommodate an income qualified purchaser household or income qualified 
renting household.

iv. Temporary household relocation costs for an income qualified household for a period not to 
exceed 1 year.

v. Acquisition cost for blighted or obsolete rental units, to the extent the acquisition would 
promote rehabilitation or adaptive reuse of the blighted or obsolete rental unit to 
accommodate an income qualified purchaser household or income qualified renting 
household

vi. Reimbursement provided to a developer to fill a financing gap associated with the  
development of housing units priced for income qualified households and to assist with costs 
related to infrastructure improvements and site preparation that are not a response activity and 
that are necessary for new housing development for income qualified households on eligible 
property.







Brownfield Plans
Require approval by the brownfield authority and the governing body. The governing body may 
delegate the public hearing process to the brownfield authority. 
Notice must contain the following: time and place of the hearing; description of the property to 
which the plan applies in relation to existing or proposed highways, streets, streams, or otherwise; 
statement that maps, plats, and a description of the brownfield plan are available for public 
inspection at a place designated in the notice and that all aspects of the brownfield plan are open 
for discussion at the public hearing; Any other information that the governing body considers 
appropriate.
10 day notice to taxing jurisdictions  and MSHDA if if the brownfield plan involves the use of taxes 
levied for school operating purposes to pay for eligible activities that require the approval of a 
combined brownfield plan or a work plan by the department 

When deterimining whether to approve the plan the governing body must etermines that the 
planconstitutes a public purpose, whether it meets the requirements of the act, Whether the 
proposed method of financing the costs of eligible activities is feasible, costs of eligible activities 
proposed are reasonable and necessary to carryout the purposes of this act, AND her the amount of 
captured taxable value estimated to result from adoption of theplan is reasonable












	Slide 1: Housing Brownfields: An Overview and Lessons Learned  
	Slide 2: g
	Slide 3: Housing Brownfield: Main Topics
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Eligible Activities Cont. 
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Brownfield Plans
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14

