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BACKGROUND ON OUR PROFESSIONAL ETHICS

THE BALANCE BETWEEN Al AND ETHICS
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We have an ethical duty to understand technology that

is out there and accessible.

We also have a responsibility to assess if the tool is
necessary to effectively and proficiently represent our
clients, as well as determine how that use would impact,
improve, or harm the service we intend to provide to

our clients.



MICHIGAN RULES OF
PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
§ 1.3:
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Though Al has the ability to make some workflows in
the legal profession more efficient, it does not mean Al

is not flawed.

Artificial intelligence is susceptible to errors, bias,
hallucinations, and being unable to consider a prompt
from end-users in a specialized context.

We have a duty to ensure we independ
and authorities citec
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MICHIGAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT § 1.4:
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MICHIGAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT § 1.5:
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PREFERABLY IN WRITING, BEFORE OR WITHIN A REASONABLE TIME AFTER
COMMENCING THE REPRESENTATION.”
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The ethical duty to charge reasonable
fees requires attorneys to reflect the
cost-saving efficiencies of Al in their
billing while avoiding overcharging for
work that Al makes faster or less

expensive.

Conversely, choosing not to use Al for

personal or client-related reasons must
also be justified as reasonable if fees
escqlq’re, and consistently ignoring Al’s

s could violate professional
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MICHIGAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT § 1.6:
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The duty of confidentiality poses perhaps the most direct
and pressing challenge in the age of Al. Lawyers must
protect client information, but using large language models
or Al tools with opaque data practices significantly risks
inadvertent disclosure and potential ethical violations.

Carefully vetting Al tools, limiting the disclosure of sensitive

information, and using secure, controlled systems rather than
public platforms is paramount.



vays Post-Heppner

Be extra thoughtful post-Heppner about: (a) Al note-takers in attorney & client
strategy calls; (b) auto-generated meeting summaries for board meetings;

and (c) notifying clients about the risks of using public Al chatbots
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This obligation underscores the fact that |
no matter how advanced Al becomes,
ultimate responsibility lies with the
lawyer. Recent sanctions imposed on
attorneys who submitted fabricated Al-
generated citations serve as a

cautionary reminder.
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MICHIGAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT § 5.1(b):

MICHIGAN RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT §
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Our ethics must guide
our principles in the
age of Al — not
necessarily enthusiasm
for innovation
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