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Ethics Considerations

The purpose of ethics:

protect the public trust



Ethics Considerations

Yet, regarding Rules and Laws...



Ethical Principles



The Values of a Public Servant

Values associated with our role



Ethics Considerations

UJorking Through Ethical Dilemmas
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Ethics Considerations

Institute for Local Government sets 4 tenets of
ethical conduct
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Ethics Considerations

“If you always tell the truth..,

you never have to worry about remembering what you've said.”

“Jail 1s a bad place to be”



Ethics Considerations

Appearance



Ethics Considerations

perception of the public...



Were they perceived differently?



Five Operating Principles of
Ethics

iy public trust
objective judgment
accountable

spirit of the law

appearance of impropriety
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Caution! Are You Rationalizing?
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The Law



Applicability: The Law -- or Just
Good Principles To Follow?
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Applicability: The Law -- or Just Good
Principles To Follow?
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PA 317 - Interest in Public Contracts
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PA 317 - Interest in Public Contracts



PA 317 - Interest in Public Contracts
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PA 317 — exceptions...



Exceptions to Sec 2 of PA 317



Exceptions to Sec 2 of PA 317



Exceptions to Sec 2 and 3 of PA 317



Exceptions to Sec 2 of PA 317



Exceptions to Sec 2 of PA 317



Exceptions to Sec 2 of PA 317



Perspective on Applicability of PA 317



PA 317 - Sanctions

guilty of a
misdemeanor

contract may be voided
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PA 196 - The State Ethics Act



Divulge Confidential Information

. . shall not
divulge to an unauthorized person,
confidential information

31



Personal Opinion
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Personal Use of Office Property

shall use
public resources, property, and funds

judiciously

and not for personal gain or

benefit.
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Gifts

shall not
solicit or accept a gift or loan of money,
goods,  services,
which tends to iInfluence the manner
employee

performs official duties.
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Public Insider Trader Rule

not
engage Iin a business transaction in which
may profit
from his or her official position
or benefit financially from confidential
Information
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Conflict of Employment

not engage in or
accept employment or render services for a
private or public interest when

Incompatible or in
conflict

or

impair
Independence of judgment
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Personal Interest in Contracts

public officer or employee shall not
participate in the negotiation or
execution of contracts

relating to a
business entity in which the public officer or
employee has a financial or personal
Interest.
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Personal Interest in Contracts (continved)

can a spouse vote on a contract that
benefits his/her spouse?
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PA 196 — exceptions and limitations...



Exceptions to PA 196 — State Ethics Act
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Exceptions to PA 196
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Sanctions/Damages — PA 196



Common Law Criminal Offense

Misconduct in Office...

by a public officer

guilty of a felony
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Common Law Criminal Offense
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Local Provisions — Ordinance and Charter

local ordinances or
home rule charters
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Local Provisions — Ordinance and Charter

“*Scope

**How detailed

“*Approach

*Enforcement and sanctions
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Local Provisions - Ordinance and
Charter



Local Provisions — Ordinance and Charter

» Conflicts of interest

» Disclosure of financial interest
»|mpartiality

»|mproper use of position
»Nepotism

»Personal interests

» Public information

»Public property and personnel
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Local Provisions —Ordinance and
Charter

shield

sword
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“What you have a right to do

... does not equal
what is right to do.”



Application — The Parking Ticket

When the officer recognizes you, he/she starts to put
the ticket book away.



Application — The Parking Ticket



Application — Help from an Old
Friend



Application — Help from an OIld Friend



Application — Renewal Project



Application — Renewal Project



Being an Ethical Public Leader. ..

consider values
unique to our role

explain

legitimate acts
public servant



They like you, they really like you!
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McGee@MillerCanfield.com
http://www.mml.org/pdf/hmo/book.pdf
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(pillp2acn@qgrnail.corn)

9) Scott Painz, PnD, Florida Laaqguez of Cities Univarsity
r Convention, " Practicing Etnical Punlic L
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mailto:McGee@MillerCanfield.com
http://www.mml.org/pdf/hmo/book.pdf

http://mama-
online.org/sites/default/files/ethics handbook order form.pdf

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/ModelEthicsOrdDra

http://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-164-58056 61399---
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Other Ethics Laws



Other Relevant Laws Regarding Public
Officials’ Permitted Actions



Other Relevant Laws Regarding Public
Officials’ Permitted Actions

Whistleblower’s Protection Act



We love where you live.

And we’re here to help!
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