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The Preservation of Internet Materials 
Cited in Judicial Opinions



Link Rot = When a URL becomes invalid.

Reference Rot = When a URL is valid, 

but the webpage has been altered.



Why Does Link Rot Matter?

Citations are the foundation of legal opinions.
Rotten citations weaken opinions just as a bad
foundation weakens a building.



Why Does Link Rot Matter?

• The ability of future readers to view and
learn more about the material cited in
an opinion is central to the precedent.

• An opinion with a citation that cannot be
examined in full might result in an
incorrect understanding of the opinion.



Ways of Addressing Link Rot:

• An Internal Hard-Copy Archive

• An Internal Electronic Archive

• An External Electronic Archive



An Internal Hard-Copy Archive

• Retention of control.

• Ability to include information that might not 
be subject to archiving by an external 
provider (e.g., material obtained from behind 
a paywall).

• Limited access.

• Published opinion contains a URL that might 
lead nowhere or to incorrect information.



The ssnat.com Example:
Brown v Entertainment Merchants Ass’n, 564 US 786, 

819 n 14 (2011) (Alito, J., concurring).



The ssnat.com Example

Accessed September 6, 2017



The ssnat.com Example



An Internal Electronic Archive

• Easily accessible.

• Retention of control.

• Requires court resources (staff time, server 
space, etc.).



The Ninth Circuit’s Electronic Archive
2008 to 2015

http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/library/webcites/



The Ninth Circuit’s Electronic Archive
http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/library/webcites/



The Ninth Circuit’s Electronic Archive
http://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/library/2014/06/13/Chaudhry_Profile.pdf



The Ninth Circuit’s Electronic Archive



Supreme Court of Canada



Supreme Court of the United States
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/cited_urls/16



An External Electronic Archive

• Easily accessible.

• Loss of control.

• Inability to archive some materials.



Perma.cc



Perma.cc



https://perma.cc/J4B3-WDDQ



Why the Michigan Supreme Court 
Elected to Partner With Perma

• Ease of use.

• Cost (It’s free!).

• Accessibility.

• Ability to create a Perma URL during the 
drafting stage, meaning that a permanent URL 
can be included in the opinion released to the 
public.



Michigan’s Experience With Perma

• Easy to use.

• Perma staff quick to answer questions and resolve 
issues.

• Relieved staff time used for internal archiving.

• Other state courts have followed suit.  Perma is now 
used in Colorado, Maryland, and Massachusetts. 



Citation Format

The 20th edition of The Bluebook encourages archiving of Internet sources and appending 
the archived URL in brackets after the full citation. 

• United States Marshals, Fugitive Investigations—15 Most Wanted
<http://www.usmarshals.gov/investigations/most_wanted> (accessed August 31, 2017) 
[http://perma.cc/ J4B3-WDDQ].

• National Gang Intelligence Center, 2011 National Gang Threat Assessment: Emerging 
Trends, p 15 (observing that “gang members are responsible for an average of 48 
percent of violent crime in most jurisdictions”), available at 
<http://www.fbi.gov/statsservices/ publications/2011–national–gang–threat–
assessment/2011–national–gangthreatassessment–emerging–trends> (accessed July 3, 
2014) [http://perma.cc/P8WZ-Y88E]. 

• Grissinger, Multiple Brand Names for the Same Generic Drug Can Cause Confusion, 38 
Pharm & Therapeutics 305 (2013), available at 
<http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3737992/pdf/ptj3806305.pdf> 
(accessed June 2, 2014) [http://perma.cc/V5MG-DHLF]. 



Additional Questions?

Feel free to contact me at loomisk@courts.mi.gov
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